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housands of vol-
umes have been
written about the
Civil War, but the
complete contribu-

tions by blacks are
not generally known by most Amer-
icans. During, and even long after
the war, only a handful of publica-
tions noted their involvement; school
textbooks pointedly and consistently
omitted references to them. Mean-
while, white officers and enlisted
men wrote books and stories for
magazines and newspapers about
their units and heroic experiences,
most of which were widely read.
Relatively few such tomes were writ-
ten about black soldiers.

When the Civil War began, Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln issued the
first of many calls for voluntary en-
listments. All the troops raised were
white. This was not because black
men refused to apply—hundreds of
free men appeared at recruiting sta-
tions but found the doors closed to
them.

by Hondon Hargrove
Mustrated by Stewart C. Ashlee
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As the war progressed, abolitionist organizations offered
to aid in raising black regiments. Frederick Douglass
claimed he could raise an army of 10,000 slaves and [reed-
men within thirty days. Similar offers were made in
Washington. DC. New York, Cleveland, Detroit and Pitts-
burgh, but to no avail. Reasons given for rejecting blacks
included that this was a white man’s war, whites would not
fight alongside black soldiers and blacks would not or
could not fight. Another reason—mnol readily admitted--
was that accepting a black man as a soldier meant that he
would be free and must then be considered an equal,

By late 1862 attitudes began to change. The north was
becoming disheuartened
about the long casualty lists
and escalating costs of the
war, Objections 1o using
black soldiers decreased.
Discontent also surfaced
among many high-ranking
Union commanders. In
1862, without Federal sanc-
tion, (hree U.S. Army
department commanders
organized and commiited to
battle several black regi-
ments in South Carolina,
Kansas and Louisiana.
Finally, the | January 1863
issuance of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation opened
the doors for blacks Americans o become soldiers in the
northern armies.

Recruiting for black regiments began immediately. Most
northern states adjusted their laws to accornmodate the use
of black soldiers, and some. like Massachusetts, began rais-
ing black regiments. Several other states. Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island and Connecticut, quickly followed suit.

his was not the case in Michigan, [n 1862 the

legislature had passed laws prohibiting the

enlistment of black men in its militia, further

delaying the recruiting of a black regiment.
During the interim the state was swamped by aggressive
recroiting teams from other northem states, and Michigan
black men enlisted in large numbers clsewhere.

It did not take long for black citizens and their white
(riends in Michigan to begin mobiljzing support lor raising
a black regiment. Many black men, well-known for iheir
views and Ipadership roles, became extremely active,
Among them were George de Baptiste, John D. Richards,
William Lambert, William Webb and Dr. Joseph Ferguson.
Clergymen of both races were also active, Mass meelings
throughout the stale were held in black churches where
nationally-known figures exhorted the people. Such
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It did not take long for black
citizens and their white friends in
Michigan to begin mobilizing
support for raising a black
regiment. Meetings were held in
churches where nationally-known
figures exhorted the people.
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gatherings occurred at Detroit’'s Second Baptist Church and
the Lafayette Street African Methodist Episcopal Church,
Many prominent citizens, organizations and one of
Michigan’s most power(ul newspapers exerted political
pressure to raise a black regiment. However, the Democrats
and Republicans held broad differences of opinion on th:
usc of black soldiers.

The Detroir Free Press. the political organ for the
Democratic parly. generally villified the black race. It ex-
tolled the black stereotype as lazy and shiftless, editorially
warning that southern blacks were going to move in
wholesule numbers into northem cities, take over all the
jobs, raise the crime rate
and demand social equality,
In May 1863 the Free Press
declared, “The city is being
over run by Negroes.” This
was a ridiculous claim
since Wayne County’s cn-
tire population ol 75284
included only 1,570 black
residents.

The Republican party
and the Detroit Advertiser
and Tribune usually took
positions favorable to
blacks. The Tribune strong-
ly supported elfosts to raise
a black regiment. Editor
Henry Bams held foreeful
abolitionist sentiments and was reputed to be a leading
supporter of the Underground Railroad. Barns proved to be
4 tireless advocale in the fight (o gain a black regiment for
Michigan. and according to Michigan historian Norman
MecRae, “without his elforts, there would not have been a
[Michigan) Negro regiment.”

Barns also undertook persistent editorial and political
efforts that soon proved successful. After Barns lamented
in an editorial on 16 April 1863 that two hundred men were
enlisted in Detroit for the 54" Massachusetts Colored In-
fantry, he directed his cnergies toward the power structure
in Washington. On 24 July 1863, Michigan Governor Aus-
tin Blair confirmed in a letter to Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton that Barns had applied for authority to raisc a regi-
ment of colored troops in Michigan. On August 12,
Michigan Adjutant General John Robertson informed
Bamns that he was “fully authorized and empowered 1o raise
and organize such a regiment.”

Enlistments were for three years or the war's duration.
Pay was ten dollars per month; three dollars was deducted
from the monthly pay flor clothing. (White soldiers were
paid thirteen dollars per month, with no such deduction.)
Unlike the enlisted men, officers in black units were
authorized the same pay as officers of white regiments,
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Barns accepted a commission as colonel of the new regi-
ment, designated the [ Michigan Colored Infantry.
Recruiting began immediately at Camp Ward, located ncar
an army barracks on Clinton Street in Detroit. The sclection
and certification ol commissioned officers (all white) by
the secretary of war, followed regulations. Appointments
were made as edch company was mustered into service,
and all officers were required to appear before examining
boards in Cincinnati or Washington, DC.

When the regiment was mustered into federal service on
17 February 1864, its officers compared well with those in
other regiments. Most, except for Colonel Bams, had seen
active service and many
were from Michigan. Lieu-
tenant Colonel William T.
Bennett hailed from South
Carolina; chief surgeon
Wesley Vincent and chap-
lain William Waring were
from Oberlin, Ohio (the
location of the first college
in the North that admitted
black students equally with
whites). Swaff officers in-
cluded Major Newcome
Clark of Clarkston, Ad-
jutant James A. McKnight
of Ann Arbor and Quarter-
master Patrick McLaugh-
lin, of Detroit. Two of the
company commanders later became well-known judges

Impediments to organizing a black
Michigan regiment included
enticements by recruiting agents
from other states, the unequal pay
with white soldiers, the generally
hostile environment in Detroit and
the conditions at Camp Ward.
=== =~ 4 Sl

following the war: Captaing Edward Cahill of St. Johns and |

Jonathan B. Tuttle of Alpena. Other regimental officers
hailed from Bath, Ypsilanti, Lowell, Grand Rapids and
Kalamazoo.

nitially, recruiting did not proceed as rapidly or

smoothly as anticipated, Impediments included

continued enticement by recruiting agents from other
: states, unequal pay, the generally hostite
environment in Detroit and Michigan for black soldiers,
discrimination, no rights to citizenship or voting,
segregation and the deplorable living conditions at Camp
Ward. One report indicated that “the barracks were unfit for
human habitation and there is not a bam or pig-sty in the
whole ¢ity of Detroit that i1s not better fitted for human
habitation than Camp Ward.”

Despite the many difficulties, recruiting improved and
the exacting and serious training program left the new sol-
diers little time to complain. Early in October 1863 the first
of many interactions with the public occurred, Church
groups from Detroit conducted Sunday services at Camp
Ward and were invited to witness dress parades in the after-
noon, During one such parade the recruits showed “good
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proficiency in drill, stepping to the music of the drum like
veterans.” The Tribune further noted. “They make very
cheerful. obedient soldiers and will be an honor o the State
of Michigan.”

Famous dignitaries visiting the camp included Sojourner
Truth, the fiery orator and abalitionist leader. who spent
two days intermingling with the soldicrs, preaching at
church services and speaking with the men individualiy
and in groups. Local citizens also made contributions to the
regiment. After leaming that fifteen members of the i+
Michigan had formed a band. J. Henry Whittemore donated
$528% for “instruments manufactured expressly for this
band.” [n January 1864 the
Colored Ladies Society
presented a set of colors 1o
the regiment in a ceremony
at Camp Ward.

Near the end of 1863 the
% Michigan made a suc-
cessful railroad tour of
communites i the southem
[.ower Peninsula. Stops
were made at Ypsilanti,
Ann Arbor, Jackson, Kala-
mazoo. Marshall, Cags-
opolis and Niles. At all the
locatiens, the men were
well-received and thetr
newly-formed band wan
many accolades. After a
review in Jackson, Governor Blair declared, “This is the
first time I ever saw Negro troops and 1 am very proud of
your gencral bearing. Take courage and do your duiy
nobly.”

The tour created a favorable impression among other
Michiganians who had never seen black soldiers. The men
who had been on the lour were pleased with their success,
but jubilation turned to anger and discouragement at the
deplorable conditions of their barracks at Camp Ward.
Despite initial frantic cfforts by the staff to improve the
living quarters, the situation changed little. On other oc-
casions the men of the 1* suffered other indignities.

In March 1864 the 10" Michigan Infantry rcfused io
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march behind the black band at a parade welcoming the |

return of another Michigan regiment home, The Free Press

noted, “The declaration that the colored band is superior 10

the band will only be received by those wha consider that
an African is a little better than a white man.” The Tribuae
reported that the white band's price was exorbitant and
since the black band “could furnish as good, it not better
music, they were requested and patriotically offered their
service for a nominal sum.”

Frequent altercations also occwrred between the black
soldiers and Detroit civilians in saloons, stores and on the

Michigan Histary Magazine

e

,

L S LT R e S

sl
e
8t
8l

5¢
0!

te
ct
st
ol
ex
M
I
pt
m
&)

wi
inl
mi
ng
“
de

dig
in

ar
pa
col
Ch
Mi

3

Jan




m like
e very
e Statg

ourner
b spent
iing al
idualty
510 the
the 1
onated
or this
164 the
aciely
lors {0
emony

{63 the
a suc-
wur of
wuthem
Stops
dlanti,
. Kala-
Cass-
all the
1 were
| thetr
d won
Wfler a
. 18 the
oud of
ir dus

2 other
he men
ucecess,

at the

Ward.
we the
her oc-

1sed 10
ing the
¢ Press
erior 10
ler thal
Tribune
it and
t better
:d their

» black
on the

lagazine

A N St il e gl DN T i et Wi ot M P i i T Wbt i i e

i_r"

Sl Al TR

A P

s

i 5

i b

cowspaper accounts were highly critical of
and inflammatory and derisive headlines
were o Hawd of the First Ethiopians:™ “Unruly Sol-
diers of ¢t Colored Infantry Atlack Pavons in Detroit
Saloons phonadance given at a public hall-—Grand
Artillery © trown—The Colored Citizens and Soldiers
Indulged " Generally, most incidents were not as
horrende: cperted and probably not any different from
those il =r regiments in the area,

Despiie e clopments. Colonel Barns intensified
the vigeiin ng program. Officers and noncommis-
sioned ol virked well together in molding a closer
relations ceen thems-
selves ane 00 men in in-
sulling i - € rorps.

Typicai it e regiment’s
afficers

city's siles
their beb

NONCONII -
was P; swho had
served s ¢ cookoin the
officers 1:.0¢ at Fort

=0 had lis-
ers” dis-

Wayne. i
tened (¢ i

gt

cussions ° taelies and
strategy ~orved thelr

and field
¢d the I*
wptember
¢ so0on

conduct
EXErCISes . b
Michigar
1863

promaoicd sergeant
major. <o nwoin that
CAPACITY Gl s war's end.
On i v 1864 a full review was held on Wood-
ward Avy ¢k later the 1# Michigan was mustered

with an enrollment of 895 officers and
28 the 1Y Michigan entrained for An-
L Predictably, the Free Press proclaimed,
ent of the Corps d' Afrique took their
ire city. lts departure secures the peace and
tranquiliny o oo iy

into feders
men. O

Ui heavily when the 1 Michigan arrived
mn . ti, There they were denied permission to
Uné oo cmply barracks because of potential trouble
wath trroops  stationed there. Their
disappoiy i -anished the next day when, alter passing

in revies

:re highly praised by Generals U.S, Grant
and Amby

side.,

On 12 Ap0ii 1864, Colonel Barns resigned and command
passed 1o lenry L. Chipman, who was promoted (o
colf)ncl. Aloter regular army officer who had seen action,
Chipman Je e regimen throughout the rest of the war.

pﬂ Aprit 19 after a long ride on transports, the 1%
Michigar a:rved at Hilton Head. South Carolina, On Muy

23 s ' n
23 ity designation was changed to the 102" United States

January Rzt

S 101

When the 15! Michigan Colored
Infantry artived in Annapolis,
Maryland, it was raining heavily.
However, the men were denied
permission to use empty barracks
because of potential trouble with
white soldiers stationed there.
=S — —— ——— - —————

Colored Troops (U.S.CUTy and control was transferred
from the state of Michigan 1o the army’s newly created
Bureau for Calored Troaps,

The true test of any regiment is its performance on (he
battlelield, That is where the guestions “Can they fight!”
and “Will they fight?” must be answered. The men of the
102+ U.8.C.T. responded with a proud “yes!”

‘ Most of the regiment’s combat operations did not in-
| volve the entire regiment, 4 common practice for newly
' formed bluck (and some white) units. The 102 spent ap-
proximately thirtcen months on picket ar outpost duty,
which usually meant minimal contact with the encmy: six
months in dircct combat,
usually in small unirs,
About six months were
spent in marching or (rav-
clling on trains and trans-
ports. The entire field duty
was in Florida, South
Carolina and Georgia: most
of the time they were sur-
rounded. and often outnum-
bered. by Confederate
troops so that even fatigue
duty and working on (or-
tifications required constant
combat preparedness.

After the 102" arrived at
Hilton Head, dewachmenis
_ were sent (o picket duty on
‘ St. Helena and Jenkins islands. and at Seabrook and
| Spanish Wells on Hilton Head [sland. After a few weeks,
the regiment occupied Port Royal and was assigned to
| fatigue duty and construction of fortifications. On August |
| it was sent to Jucksonville. Florida. The next day, {ollowing

a twenty-one-mile march to Baldwin, the regiment did

more picket duly and destroyed railroad tracks. When sud-

denly attacked by a strong rebel cavalry foree, the

Michiganians stood their ground, repulsing and driving the

epemy {rom the field.
! On August 15 the 102% began a long march through
i castern Florida, ending a1 Magnolia on the St. John River,
| where it spent ten days building fortifications and on
fatigue duty. It embarked on transports arriving at Beaufort.
! South Carolina, on August 3L, In September it was sent o
| different points on Coosa and Port Royal. It October the

enemy dttempted to surprise the rebel garmison at Lady's

Istand. but were repulsed and driven from the lield.

In November and December detachments of the 102t
were involved in heavy fighting as parts of larger Union
forces. Union Geoeral William T. Sherman ordered the
destruction of the Charleston and Savannah Ratlroad
around Pocotaligo and a division of five-thousand men,
commatided by General John P Hateh, was formed. Three
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of the 1Y brigade s regiments were black—-the 32, 34% and
350 [).S.C.T. The 2™ Brigade was composed of four black
regiments, the 54" and 55% Massachusetts and the 26% and
1024 US.CT.

The 102 detachment consisted of 12 officers and 300
men and an November 30 a correspondent noted, “Here our
forces sustained a charge and charged in return. In this
alfair the 102" covered itself with glory[.] our regiment
maintained the steadiest line of baule and fought with the
greatest determination of any troops. The wounded refused
to go to the rear, but kept on fighting.”

With greater strength and firepower. the Confederaies
overcame the Union defen-
ses and a general retreal
was ordered. In front of the
102 sector three cannon
were abandoned. Men from
Compuany D of the 102"
rushed forward to recover
them, but were beaten back
with heavy losses, includ-
ing the death of Captain
Arad E. Lindsay.

Licurenant Orsan W,
Bennett then gathered thir-
ty men around him and
again attacked the enemy.
After several unsuccessful
efforts to recover the anil-
lery pieces, Bennett “gal-
lantly led a small force fully 100 yards in advance of the
Union lines and brought in the guns, preventing their cap-
ture,” Bennett was one of two officers of the 102" awarded
the U.S. Congressional Medal of Honor.

In December 1864 the 102"—fighting alongside white
regiments and the 54™ Massachusetts—experienced heavy
fighting at the Tillifinny River. On December 7 they were
attacked by a strong force, bur repulsed the cnemy with
heavy casualties. The following day the 102" was one of
several regiments that attempled to destroy the railroad.

n January 1865 the companies on duty at outposts
returned to Beaufort, In Jate January the entire
regiment moved 1o Pocolaligo. On February 7 the
54% Massachusetts and the 102™ c¢rossed the
Salkehatchie River, marching at night in a heavy rainstorm
and drove the enemy out of their barricades and
fortifications. On January 8 companies B, E and [,
commanded by Major Clark, made a reconnaissance ncar
Cuckold's Creek. A rebel cavalry picket was attacked and
forced to withdraw behind their works. Having destroyed
the railroad and breastworks, the 102™ remained there until
February 14. After a series of marches and skirmishes, it
arrived at the defenses at Charleston, then on March 9 took
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After several unsuccessful efforts
to recover the artillery pieces,
Lieutenant Orson W. Bennett
“gallantly led a small force fully 100
yards in advance of the Union lines
and brought in the guns, preventing
their capture.”
EESCEER T R e ]

transports to Savannah. Georgia, where the two wings of
the regiment were rejoined.

Two detachments were again formed, one commanded
by Colanel Chipman: the other by Major Clark. Between
April 11 and 18, Chipman’s wing participated on a hazard-
ous expedition from Charleston, o join a union force on
the Santee River at Nelson'’s Ferry, seventy miles away,
They marched through enermy territory where they met and
drove off a large cavalry force after a brisk and vigorous
fight. Another lively engagement near Camden also ended
in victory. Major Clark’s detachment moved out on April 5;
following a hard march and minor skimishes the Mich-
iganians met the enemy in
great force at Boykins,
Working with the 54™ Mag.
sachusetts, it flanked the
rehels. spiritedly attacked
them and drove them in
great disorder toward
Statesburg. The next duy
the two detachments of the
102 were reunited and ex-
ecuted a successful {lank
movement in a skirmish 4t
Singleton’s Plantation.
These actions resulted in
forcing a panicked encmy
1o abandon its strongly for-
tified position. On the
morning of April 21, Com-
panies A, B and C. under the command of Major Clark,
were attacked by two hundred rebels. After a lively skir-
mish the rebels retreated with heavy losses.

This action ended the regiment’s combat record. In late
May 1865 the 102" was on occupation duty at Summer-
ville, Branchville, Orangeburg and Winnsboro, South Car-
olina. In Seplember the Michiganians returned to

N —

Charleston where they were mustered out of federal service

on September 30. The men of the 102" were disbanded in
Detroit on 17 October 1865.

The regiment’s total carollment included 1,673 men.
Losses totated five killed in action, seven dead of wounds,
and 118 dead of disease.

Eleven biack soldiers who served in the 102" are buried
in Detroit’s Elmwood Cemetery. In death they are not seg-
regated. as they were in life. i

Hondon Hargrove, who lives in Lansing, has a master’s
degree in sociology from Fisk University. He is a
military historian whose interest and expertise centers
on black soldiers in the U.S. Army. Stewart Ashlee lives
and paints in Cheybogan.
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MICHIGAN HISTORY CHECKLIST

Walnut Pickles and Watermelon
Cakes: A Century of Michigan
Cooking.

By Larrv &, Massie and Priscilla

Massic. ‘
‘oape Slate University Press.

(Detcot?

1990. 35 Hus Cioth. $29.95)
The Massies have collected over
1,500 Michigan recipes from the past

century in < historical and culinary
treasurd, Ancedotes, ilfustrations and
household sdimonitions, interspersed
with histerie recipes, delight and in-
trigue the reader—-pleasing both pal-

ate and nitnd. Order {from the
publisher. The Leonard N. Simons
Building, 3959 Woodward Avenue.

Detroit, M1 AZ202,

The Diary of Bishop Frederic
Baraga: Tke First Bishop of
Marqisette, Michigan,

Edited b Regis M. Walling and
Draniel Rupp.
s Sture University Press,

1990 3.3 5. Cloth, $35.00.)
Frederic Bavaga attempted to Chris-
tianize Indians of the Old
Northwest. His diary beging with his
appointmeni 45 bishop of the Upper
Peninsula This native Slovenian's
entries doonment both his fife as
bishop ami the midnineteenth cen-
tury life of e Great Lakes region,
The Wallinz and Rupp edition of
Baraga's dizcy supplements, with ex-
tensive decurnentation, a biographical
sketeh of Buaraga, passages from
Baraga’s jciers and vignettes, Order
from the publisher, The Leonard N,
Simons Building, 5959 Woodward
Avenue, Denoft, MI 48202.

the

<

The Politics of Plant Closings.

By John Purtz,

University Press of Kansas,
i Cloth, $29.95, paper, $12.05,
piostage and handling.)

Plant closings as detrimental o the
economy of plunt-dependent clties is
the thesis of this text. Political

JanuaryFetiany 1991

scientist Portz focuses on the
problems of plant closings in Pitts-
burg, Pennsylvania. Louisville, Ken-
tucky, and Waterloo, lowa, and the
solutions local governments have util-
ized and can use o meet the crises.
Partz’s study synthesizes urban
politics and political cconomy litera-
ture and analyzes the action taken by
the cities to solve any possible
economic dilemmas cuaused by plant
clasings. Order from the publisher,
829 Carruth, Lawrence. KS 660435.

Roses in the Snow,

By Carrie Howlet,

{(Privately printed, 1989, 129pp, Mus. Paper.

$10.00, postage paid.)
The author recounts her childhoad
years during the turn of the century in
this delightfu!l narrative. Order from
the author. Star Route. Bruce Cross-
ing. M1 49912,

American Historical Pageantry.

By David Glassberg.

(Chapel Hill, NC. 1990 381pp. Ilus. Cloth,

$45.00; paper, $14.95, pluc shipping and

handling fees.)
A pageantry craze inundated the early
twentieth century, Town histories
were reenacted by thousands of
Americans who participated in civic
celebrations of their pasts, Glassberg
examines this phenomenon, which
peaked between 1910 and 1917,
revealing the pageantry s fundamental
clements, its cultural, social and poli-
tical effects and its evolvement from
the 1900s to the 1930s. Order from
the publisher, Box 2288, Chapel Hill,
NC 27515-2288.

Seasons of Grace: A History ol the
Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit.
By Leslie Woodcock Tentler.
(Derroit: Wayne Siate University Press,
1990, 613pp. Mlus, Cloth. $45.00.)
Seasons of Grace is an expansive his-
tory of Detroit’s Catholic church and
Catholic community from the 1830s

to the 19505, Tentler studies the
clerical successions and institutional
expansion of the Catholic charch. the
socioculural changes of the Catholic
community and additional aspects of
Catholicism. More than just a local
history lext, the broad scope of this
study contributes Lo the entire history
of American Catholicism. Order from
the publisher. The Leonard M.
Simons Building, 5959 Woodward
Avenue. Detroit, M1 48202,

Church and City in Transition:
The Social Composition of
Religious Groups in Detroit,
1880-1940.

By Ralph Janis.

(New York: Garland Publishing, Inc.. 1990

296pp. Cloth. $60.00)
As Detroit evolved into a leading
American cily. its social and religious
life interacted and influenced the
city’s emerging social behavior. Ac-
cording to Ralph fanis, groups of dil-
ferent social, ethnic and religious
backgrounds interacted despite the
appearance ol separation and di-
vision. This intermixing relied upon
several major determinants and their
order of influence, such as race. oc-
cupation, religion, ethnicity and
neighborhood. Janis concludes that
though Detroit wag not a "melting
pot,” it was not as “culturally plural™
as commonly bhelieved. Order from
the publisher, 136 Madison Avenue,
New York, NY 10016.

The Michigan History Checklist iy
prepared by editorial assistant
Sharon Mcllaney. Send two copies
of review books to Editor, Michigan
History Magazine, Department of
State, Lansing, M] 48918, with the
following information: location and
name of publisher, price, shipping
costs and the supplier’s address.
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